During the winter of 1909 the material upon which this study of retardation and elimination is based was secured from the eleven graded systems given in the table below, and from 139 rural schools of Bureau County, Illinois. Blank forms, asking for a tabulation of the age and grade of all school children enrolled in the different systems, were sent to the superintendents and principals, with the request that these be properly filled out and returned at an early date. The data from the Freeport schools were taken from the annual statement of the superintendent of those schools. These same blanks were sent to the teachers of the rural schools of Bureau County by County Superintendent Claude Brown.
All these reports were submitted to the writer of this article for tabulation and study, after which the whole subject was presented by him to the Illinois Yalley Superintendents' and and Principals' Round Table for 4.
There is a constantly increasing per cent retarded until the seventh grade with the exception of the fourth grade.
5.
There is a constantly increasing per cent behind two or more years until the eighth grade with the exception of the sixth grade. In the eighth grade there is a drop in the per cent retarded two or more years as well as in the total number retarded. This is probably due to the older children dropping out of school. Notice the great elimination which takes place this year.
In comparing and contrasting these two tables the following facts are apparent:
A larger per cent of children are retarded in the graded systems than in the rural schools (57.56 per cent in the graded systems, and 53.59 per cent in the rural schools).
2.
A larger per cent of children of the rural schools are retarded two or more years than in the graded systems (28.37 per cent in the rural schools and 20.67 per cent in the graded systems).
3.
There is a larger per cent of children ahead of grade in the rural schools than in the graded systems (12 per cent ahead in rural schools and 9 per cent in the graded systems). 
